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The Trans-Siberian is such a vast route but it is largely within the same 
climatic zone so when it is cold in Moscow it is also cold in Beijing and vice 
versa. Mongolia is coldest of all and even in the summer months the 
nights can be chilly. 

The best time to go ...
We would opt for late summer into early autumn as an optimum time climatically with 
late spring and early summer (mid-May to the end of June) coming a close second. 
Saying that we also have a soft spot for the depths of winter - just stock up on thermals!

... and when to avoid!
The melt in spring - late March to the end of April although this varies each year - is the 
least pleasant time. Also make sure you miss the first week of October in China due to 
1.3 billion local tourists enjoying their 7 day national holiday.

THE TRANS-SIBERIAN TRAVEL COMPANY✪

WWW.THETRANSSIBERIANTRAVELCOMPANY.COM 
Email: info@thetranssiberiantravelcompany.com  | UK ☎: +44 (0) 20 8816 8925
HeadsEast Ltd - UK business registration number: 6717612

                    

                     

CLIMATE & WHEN TO GO

http://twitter.com/headseast
http://twitter.com/headseast
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-China-Travel-Company/131175456313
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-China-Travel-Company/131175456313
http://www.thetranssiberiantravelcompany.com
http://www.thetranssiberiantravelcompany.com
mailto:info@thetranssiberiantravelcompany.com?subject=
mailto:info@thetranssiberiantravelcompany.com?subject=


It is very cold everywhere along the route although the cold will not feel that bad in 
Beijing if you have come from Russia or Mongolia. For some this is the best time to 
travel as, to put it simply, Siberia looks like Siberia! There are also far fewer tourists which 
some might consider a bonus and there is nothing like being on a warm snug train as 
you cross freezing, snow blanketed Siberia. Activities such as dogsledding and 
snowmobiling are possible and then there is the spectacular Harbin snow and Ice 
Festival which is a winter must.

Probably the least advisable time to be in Russia and Mongolia is when the snow melts 
in early spring (April) although late spring (May) can be lovely. We are not convinced 
Mongolia or indeed Beijing actually have a spring as it seems to lurch from winter to 
something approaching summer seemingly overnight. What there is of spring in northern 
China can be temperamental but as it normally coincides with Easter is a popular time to 
be there.

Having a continental climate Russia can be surprisingly hot in summer and July and 
August are popular months to take a Trans-Siberian trip for tourists and locals alike so 
train tickets are at a premium. Mongolia is usually fine during its short summer with warm 
days of intense sun and cool nights. China is hot and humid and gets wetter the further 
south you go but this does not seem to put people off visiting at this time.

Autumn (from early September to mid-October) in Russia can be the best time to travel 
especially if you catch the autumn colours as you cross Siberia. With luck the weather 
can be cool but still pleasant. Autumn is brief in Mongolia and hard to predict although it 
is usual for it to be colder in Mongolia than in Russia despite Mongolia being further 
south. Autumn in China is the best time to travel across the entire country although do 
what you can to avoid the first week of October which is a national holiday and 
exceptionally busy for local tourism. 
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The Trans-Mongolian route is the shortest of the 3 train routes at 7,621km (4,735 miles) from 
Moscow to Beijing. It is also the most popular route by a long way as most people prefer to 
pass through or, even better, stop off in Mongolia. Scenically it is also the most varied. The 
Chinese operated train number 3 / 4 runs the entire route and takes just over 5 days. Two 
border crossings have to be made at the Russian / Mongolian border at Naushki / Sukhbaatar 
and the Mongolian / China border at Zamyn-Uud / Erenhot.

The Trans-Manchurian route is 8,986 km (5,623 miles) from Moscow to Beijing. The route does 
not pass through Mongolia making it a less popular route than the Trans-Mongolian. Instead the 
line crosses into China at the Russia / China border at Zabaikalsk / Manzhouli before continuing 
on to Beijing via Harbin. The Russian direct train number 19 / 20 takes just over 6 days to 
complete the route from Moscow to Beijing. This is an ideal route to take for a winter trip as it 
can be combined with the spectacular Harbin Ice Festival.

The Trans-Siberian route at 9,258 km (6,152 miles) from Moscow to Vladivostok is often called 
the longest single train ride in the world (it isn’t quite) and takes 7 days. As the route neither 
passes through Mongolia or terminates in China it is the least popular of the 3 despite being 
the true Trans-Siberian train ride. The train number 2 / 1 called the “Rossiya” runs the whole 
route and is considered the best in scheduled train in Russia. From Vladivostok it is possible to 
change trains and continue onto Beijing or you can fly or take a boat on to Japan.
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ABOUT THE TRANS-SIBERIAN TRAINS

All our Trans-Siberian tours use the most optimal and practical trains to use for each 
section of travel as well as focusing on the best quality trains that can be used on 
each route. In general we will only use a train from a destination that originates in 
that destination as this gives the best chance of ticket availability. Consequently, 
from your perspective you only really need to decide on which class of carriage you 
wish to travel in and be aware of the various timetable restrictions in place.

On almost all Trans-Siberian trains it is a very simple distinction – second class cabins 
have 4 berths and first class 2 berths. Aside from the number of berths there is very little 
difference between the cabins from a space, decor and window size perspective.

There are two cabins classes we use on our trips. Most people will travel by  second 
class 4-berth cabins known as “kupés” which have 2 upper and 2 lower berths, plenty of 
luggage storage space and a small table. There are also 2 berth 1st class cabins called 
“spalny vagons” which are very similar to 4 berth cabins but just lack the upper two 
berths. All cabins are comfortable and clean with bedding provided.

The Chinese call their cabin classes by different names with soft sleeper being a 4 berth 
compartment little different to a Russian 2nd class kupé and deluxe sleeper being a 2 
berth cabin that usually has a basic shower / basin shared between 2 cabins, a single 
upper and lower berth and a small couch.

Not all trains have first class 2 berth cabins. In this case what we can do is buy all 4 
berths in a second class cabin so that, for example, a couple, have sole occupancy of 
that cabin with the same privacy, space and security of a 2 berth first class cabin.
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TRANS-SIBERIAN TRAINS - LIFE ON BOARD

Day after day on a train – what to do? Well the one thing we very rarely hear are 
complaints about being bored. In between socializing, reading, looking out of the 
window, visiting the dining car, stretching legs on the platform, listening to music 
and trying to work out exactly where you are there will be little time left except to 
sleep. In short, the multi-day train trips are a fantastic way to relax.

Each carriage has two Western style toilets with basins for a brief wash. There is also 
boiling water on tap from a samovar. The corridor usually has fold down seats and each 
cabin has a lockable door, 2 or 4 berths, a table and a decent amount of luggage 
storage. Smoking is not allowed except in the small room at the end of each carriage.

Each carriage has two Provodnik (male) or Provodnitsa (female) attendants whose job it 
is to look after. They are charged with providing the bed linen, keeping the carriage 
clean, making sure samovar each carriage has keeps providing boiling water (very useful 
for tea, coffee, noodles etc..) They are also the last word in how long a train will be 
stopping at a station – something which is very important to check with them when 
heading off for a platform walk as the train will not wait for you!

The unsung hero of any Trans-Siberian trip is the Russian water heaters called Samovars 
which each carriage has and produces piping hot boiled water safe to drink. You will be 
using this for coffee, tea and that occasional cheeky pot noodle!
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TRANS-SIBERIAN TRAINS - LIFE ON BOARD

Almost all trains we use have sit down western style toilets – usually 2 – one at either 
end of each carriage. Standards are reasonable with the facilities being frequently 
cleaned – the responsibility for which is with your carriage’s Provodnik / Provodnitsa. 
Each toilet will also have  basin and the whole set up is designed for a bit of splash 
around so bring a sponge or flannel and keeping washed shouldn’t be a problem.

Menus follow national cuisines and prices are not cheap but usually reasonable value for 
what you get as they do have competition from vendors on the platforms. Soft drinks 
and beer are available but you will find vodka has been taken off the trains in Russia by 
order from above!

Of course, you don’t have to eat in the dining car. You can bring what food you like on 
board either buying before the train trip or at station kiosks along the way. In reality 
most people mix it up bringing some treats on board, buying fruit and the ubiquitous 
noodles at stations and having one good hot mail in the dining car itself.

Almost all the trains stop quite frequently but it tends to be only at the longer stops that 
you will find much on offer on the platform besides a photo opportunity!

Larger stations will have plenty of food and drink for sale (not vodka though which is 
theoretically banned on Russian railways!) It is best to make a beeline for any shops as 
there will usually be queues right up until the train departs. Prices at the kiosks on the 
platforms are reasonable and most items will have a price ticket clearly displayed so it is 
rare to be overcharged. Needless to say, cash in local currency is king – no card or 
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TRANS-SIBERIAN TRAINS - LIFE ON BOARD

foreign currency payments here! Some of the larger stations may have ATMs but best 
not to count on it or, even if they have, getting access to them in time.

Most find the stations photogenic and, even if not attractive, the hustle and bustle when 
a train arrives is one of the pleasures of a Trans-Siberian trip. Seasonal food fresh from 
the Siberian forests is often available by the bucket load (mushrooms, fruits etc…) – 
especially from Late Summer into Autumn.

Remember that at any stop the train’s toilets are usually locked and at large cities this 
lock-out can also include a good distance either side of the station. Also, you can only 
get back on your carriage  – not others – which is a security measure.

Only the better Russian trains have showers which are in a separate carriage which is 
usually located next to the dining car. There is a small fee to use them and you will need 
to bring your own soap, towel etc… Deluxe class on Chinese train 3 / 4 has a very basic 
shower facility shared between two cabins. Rolling stock varies and you should always 
assume showering and private toilet facilities are not available.

Russia in particular still has a bit of an image problem with regards to personal safety. 
Friends and relatives who haven’t been anywhere near Russia will tell you a whole host 
of horror stories. However, once in Russia, and particularly on the trains, most quickly 
realise that a Trans-Siberian trip is no more ‘dangerous’ than any rail trip in Europe or 
North America.

On the trains your safety is a top priority for the Provodnik & Provodnitsas who look after 
your carriage and also for security staff who travel on the trains. If you keep your 
common sense hat on you should not have any issues with theft. Cabins can be locked 
from the inside by you or from the outside by the conductors on request. In addition, at 
train station stops you are only allowed to board the carriage you have a ticket for.

Perhaps the biggest risk is at the start or end of a train journey at the train stations – 
particularly arriving at stations. Do keep a good eye on your bags and pockets and this 
applies as much (if not more) to Ulaanbaatar station and all the big stations in China 
where large crowds are the norm.
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Making the right accommodation selection for your trip is vital to ensure the trip 
goes smoothly and choosing wisely will really enhance the overall enjoyment of your 
trip.

We prioritize location wherever possible along with accommodation that has a 
character unique to its region. Below are the broad styles we offer and recommend 
so take advantage of the many days we spend each year checking out the 
accommodation we use on our trips!

We aim to combine location with both character and value which can be a challenge in 
Russian cities where hotels are often very expensive even by European standards. This is 
much less of a issue in China where there is a good range of modern western style, 
boutique and traditional style hotels.

In the mega cities of Moscow and Beijing hotel location is very important if you want to 
get the most out of your trip as your are unlikely to have as much time as you need to 
see even the main sights. Consequently we put particular emphasis on location in the 
larger cities.
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ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS

A particular highlight around Lake Baikal where our tours will usually get you out into the  
beautiful villages along the lake shore most of which have limited or no hotel 
accommodation.

The home stays are in traditional, wooden Siberian style cottages and are warm and 
cosy. Toilet facilities are usually in separate out-buildings as is the tradition and there is 
of course the essential sauna (known as a “banya” in Russian) experience for washing. To 
top it off you will have plenty of traditional home cooked food.

In Ulan Ude we also offer apartment home stays as the hotel option in this city are poor 
and expensive. Ulan Ude is also a particularly cultural stopover so what better way to 
enhance the cultural experience than stay with a Russian family. 
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ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS

A real highlight of a Trans-Siberian tour is the chance to stay in traditional Mongolian 
Gers which also happen to be about the only accommodation option outside of 
Ulaanbaatar. The ger camps are set up for tourists and are comfortable  with a standard 
ger having 4 beds set around a central stove. Toilets and showers are in out buildings as 
is the tradition. Gers are superbly practical – cool in the summer and toasty warm in the 
winter and there are few better Trans-Sib experiences than having the steppe literally on 
your door step!

China has an increasing number of beautiful traditional style hotels in the 3 to 4* bracket 
and these are well worth considering for the start or end of your Trans-Mongolian trip 
particularly during the April to October season when Beijing is nice and warm and you 
can take advantage of being able to sit out in a quiet courtyard.

Courtyard hotels come in a range of budgets and comfort levels from expensive 
boutique style options with only a handful of rooms to more budget and basic affairs. 
There are plenty of more mid-range options though so something for everyone.
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BEST TRANS-SIBERIAN EXPERIENCES

The main reason for any Trans-Siberian trip, what better way to 
appreciate and  experience the transition from one continent to the next 
by way of stunning scenery, fantastically differing cultures and warm 
friendly people.

At opposite ends of the Trans-Mongolian line, Moscow and Beijing are 
both vibrant world cities thrusting their way into the 21st Century yet 
with one eye on the past providing fans of megalopolises with a 
fascinating urban experience.

The Trans-Siberian offers fantastic architectural variety from the 
European architecture of St Petersburg, onion domes of Moscow, 
traditional wooden cabins of Siberia, simplicity of Mongolian gers to the 
pomp of imperial China.

Well, even we have to admit that Russia and Mongolia are not known for 
their cuisine although they both have their moments. China, in contrast, 
is a culinary delight and Beijing probably offers the best all round 
experience for foodies!

Being undoubtedly one of the world’s great travel experiences in itself it is 
not surprising that a ride on the Trans-Siberian railway delivers a wide 
range of fantastic experiences many of which are unique to this particular 
trip. Different people will come away with different memories of the trip 
yet from our own adventures we know that you are highly likely to 
experience all the below to some degree.
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The vastness of Russia can only really be appreciated by train and you 
will pass through some stunning scenery, particularly around lake Baikal. 
Mongolia personifies remote whether it be the grasslands, mountains or 
desert.
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BEST TRANS-SIBERIAN EXPERIENCES

Whether it is the hospitality of the Mongolia’s nomads or breaking the 
ice with a few vodkas in Russia or the surprising little kindnesses in 
hugely populous China the people you meet along the way are an 
important part of the Trans-Siberian.

One of the highlights of a Trans-Siberian trip is to experience a home 
stay in a traditional Siberian village where the pace of life is far removed 
from the cities. A warm and friendly welcome and homemade food are 
just part of the experience. 

A once in a lifetime destinations for many the vast open steppe and 
endless skies of Mongolia are a relaxing and yet exhilarating experience 
which will leave you feeling refreshed and renewed and, like so many, 
longing to return.

China is a destination in itself and the possibilities and experiences both 
in and beyond Beijing deserve their own trip. Thankfully we have that at 
our sister website “The China Travel Company.” Click here to begin your 
China experience.
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ST PETERSBURG
RUSSIA’S CULTURAL GEM

WE SAY:  

If Moscow is Russia’s economic and political centre St Petersburg is certainly the 
cultural centre. A very different city to Moscow, it is arguably one of the world’s 
most beautiful - an architectural wonder often referred to as the “Venice of the 
North.” In addition to the architecture there are world famous museums including 
the Hermitage and numerous palaces can be visited as day trips from the city. A 
few days here are very much part of a Trans-Siberian experience.

Averages J F M A M J J A S O N D

Max temp °C -2 -2 3 10 16 20 23 21 15 9 2 -1

Min temp °C -8 -10 -6 0 5 10 13 11 7 2 -3 -7

Rainfall mm 50 45 51 35 52 92 92 100 54 149 72 63

✪
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THE TRANS-SIBERIAN’S MOST POPULAR DESTINATIONS
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MOSCOW
ICONIC CAPITAL & TRANS-SIBERIAN START

WE SAY:  

The capital of Russia and the start of the Trans-Siberian makes this vast city an 
almost certain stop on any trip. It is the political and economic centre of this vast 
country and has many of Russia’s most famous sights, not least Red Square and St 
Basil’s Cathedral. With over 800 years of history there is also a wealth of 
architecture, museums and monuments to a colourful past. Perhaps the most 
surprising of these is it’s extraordinary metro system - a tour in itself!

Averages J F M A M J J A S O N D

Max temp °C -4 -4 3 11 17 22 24 22 15 8 0 -3

Min temp °C -9 -11 -6 1 6 11 13 11 6 2 -5 -8

Rainfall mm 45 45 32 31 58 73 79 75 62 77 45 40

✪
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EKATERINBURG
HISTORY & COUNTRYSIDE IN THE URALS

WE SAY:  

Ekaterinburg is an important and prosperous Siberian city located in the rolling 
Ural mountains that divide the continents of Europe and Asia. It lacks the glamour 
and glitz of Moscow and St Petersburg but, in doing so, is a far more 
representative experience of the real Russia. The city itself is surrounded by 
beautiful countryside dotted with traditional Siberian villages perfect for home 
stays and hiking. It is also a good winter stop with dog-sledging being popular.

Averages J F M A M J J A S O N D

Max temp °C -9 -7 1 9 17 22 24 20 14 7 -3 -8

Min temp °C -18 -17 -10 -2 4 10 12 10 4 -1 -10 -16

Rainfall mm 15 14 12 17 30 46 79 53 30 28 22 20
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IRKUTSK & LAKE BAIKAL
UNSPOILED SIBERIA AT ITS BEST

WE SAY:  

Irkutsk is a popular stop and a pleasant and prosperous city that still has plenty of 
the traditional wooden architecture of Siberia remaining. It is also the gateway to 
visit stunning Lake Baikal. The lake is among the deepest and clearest in the world. 
The shoreline is dotted with traditional Siberian villages with the ones closest to 
Irkutsk such as Listvyanka and Bolshoe Goloustnoe popular with visitors. Further 
afield remote Olkhon Island makes for an more extended adventure.

Averages J F M A M J J A S O N D

Max temp °C -14 -8 0 8 17 22 24 22 15 7 -4 -12

Min temp °C -25 -22 -15 -5 2 8 12 9 2 -5 -16 -22

Rainfall mm 2 2 1 4 4 9 21 37 20 3 6 5
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MONGOLIA
GRASSLANDS, DESERT & NOMADIC LIFE

WE SAY:  

Mongolia is a unique and remote country but a Trans-Mongolian rail trip makes it 
an easy and fascinating stopover to make. It’s wild west capital of Ulaanbaatar soon 
gives way to rolling grasslands and friendly nomadic people. In the north of the 
country there are pristine lakes and mountains. By contrast the south of the country 
is dominated by the starkly beautiful Gobi Desert. Wherever you travel in Mongolia 
it is a special country and a real highlight of the Trans-Mongolian route.

Averages J F M A M J J A S O N D

Max temp °C -14 -8 0 9 17 23 25 23 17 8 -4 -12

Min temp °C -30 -26 -17 -8 0 7 11 8 0 -9 -20 -27

Rainfall mm 2 1 2 2 12 24 29 22 11 3 1 1
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BEIJING
CHINA’S CAPITAL AND PREMIER HIGHLIGHT

WE SAY:  

Beijing is not only the capital of the PRC but also one of it's premiere attractions 
for the visitor. Considered to be rapidly becoming one of the 21st Century world 
cities it also hosts a wealth of historical sites and thankfully, much of the historical 
side has survived the construction boom of the last decade. In short, Beijing has it 
all - rich historical sights, modern masterpieces, fantastic cuisine and a vibrant 
culture with one foot in the past and the other firmly striding into the future.

Averages J F M A M J J A S O N D

Max temp °C 2 4 11 20 26 30 31 30 26 19 10 3

Min temp °C -10 -7 -1 7 13 18 22 20 14 7 -1 -7

Rainfall mm 3 6 9 26 29 71 176 182 49 19 6 2
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The wealthy city of Kazan is the capital of the Republic of Tatarstan and a place that 
manages to blend Muslim and Christian culture successfully, so much so that it has both 
Russian Orthodox Cathedrals and a Mosque in its Kremlin. Kazan itself is an attractive 
city and despite being referred to as the “Third Capital of Russia” it is commonly 
overlooked on many an itinerary. Add to all this the colourful past this religious mix 
brought and you have a destination well worth looking further into.

Home to the stunning Stolby Nature Reserve, the wealthy city of Krasnoyarsk is found 
between Ekaterinburg and Irkutsk. It is one of the more beautiful settings on the Trans-
Siberian route but it is famous in Russia for more than the scenery of Stolby, a short 
distance outside of the city, it is also has a strong cultural identity and is the starting 
point for river trips up the Yenisey River towards the Arctic. Put all this together and you 
have a destination that is well worth considering as a stopover.

Ulan Ude is capital of the republic of Buryatia and is one of the few Russian cities that 
has a slightly Asian feel to it due to it’s proximity to Mongolia and traditional importance 
as a trading settlement between Russia, Mongolia and China. Famed for having the 
largest Lenin head in the world the chief attractions are found outside of the city 
including the Ivolginsky Datsan, a beautiful buddhist monastery. They city itself is a 
friendly and relaxed stop for those not rushing to or from Irkutsk and Ulaanbaatar.

Vladivostok lies at the far East of the true Trans-Siberian line. It is further East than 
Beijing and is the home base of the Russian Pacific Fleet, the reason that the city stayed 
closed to foreigners for longer than other Russian cities. It has been renovated in recent 
years, restoring the ornate boulevards to their former glory and giving the city a feeling 
of prosperity that  is more reminiscent of the West of Russia. A great place to explore 
some of Russia’s military past and present.
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Many centuries ago Xian was once the fabled Chang An - a thriving city of Emperors, 
soldiers, art and culture and the capital of the Tang Dynasty, regarded as a golden 
period in Chinese history. It was also one of the world's great trading cities being both 
the beginning and end of the fabled Silk Road. It is all this history that people come to 
see today and Xian still has much in evidence of this glorious past, including one of 
China's most famous sights - the Terra Cotta Army.

Chengdu is one of Western China’s most important cities and is the capital of Sichuan 
province, known worldwide for it’s spicy cuisine. It is, however, that icon of China, the 
Giant Panda that keeps people coming here. The Panda Research and Breeding Centre 
is the best place in the world to observe and learn about this ever popular endangered 
species. Mount Emei and the Giant Buddha at Leshan are also available as trips from 
Chengdu and are worth considering.
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Due to it’s semi-tropical location in the South of China, Yangshuo has year round good 
weather, although it is clearest in the Spring and Autumn. This former fishing village, a 
short distance from the provincial capital of Guilin, is a popular stop due to it’s beautiful 
location on the Li River, surrounded by distinctive karst mountain scenery. It’s friendly 
people and relaxed, laid-back nature make this a must stop for both those who want to 
get active and those who want to spend a couple of days watching the world go by.

Shanghai aims to be a vision of China's future and is hurtling towards it's goal of being 
China's financial capital and eclipsing its rival to the south of Hong Kong. There are few 
cities in China that are such a testament to the Middle Kingdom’s phenomenal growth of 
the last few decades and what it perhaps lacks in historical sites it more than makes up 
with its sheer energy and dynamism giving you a taste of the New China that is making 
it's mark on the world stage.

Hong Kong is still a mecca for travellers and for good reason. Still distinct from Mainland 
China this city state is often a start or end point for a trip to China. Aside from having 
one of the world’s most impressive skylines Hong Kong also offers fine dining, vibrant 
nightlife, world class shopping and tranquil islands dotted with timeless temples and 
fishing harbours. All this but a stone's throw from the Central business areas. The perfect 
destination to finish your China trip.

The high altitude land of Tibet is often a trip in itself but also the perfect complement 
to travel in Russia and particularly Mongolia that shares many traditions with the 
Tibetans. The Capital, Lhasa, is an astonishing city and a must see in China. Further 
afield, the road trip from Lhasa to Kathmandu via Everest Base Camp is one of the 
world’s great overland journeys (right up there with the Trans-Siberian!!) and any trip to 
Tibet is a real adventure well worth the time.
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VISAS & RED TAPE

Please note that the advice on this page is subject to change without 
notice and you should always check yourself that this advice has not 
changed before you travel.

Please note that the advice on this page is subject to change without notice and you 
should always check yourself that this advice has not changed before you travel.

For reasons of space the visa information here is only relevant to UK nationals applying 
in the UK although the gist of the advice is the same for most nationalities. We will 
advise you directly about the visa process relevant to your own particular circumstances 
on booking with us. However, what we can say is that almost all nationalities will need at 
least one visa for their Trans-Siberian tour.
CIBT Visa Partnership

Our visa partners at CIBT VisaCentral provide a professional, fast and reliable visa service 
whether you are based in the UK or a number of other countries worldwide. Click here to 
visit our visa partner page.
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The hardest of the visas to get as the Russians like everything just so with their 
applications. The visa form must me completed online. You need one blank page and 
minimum 6 months validity of your passport. We will provide the necessary Russian Visa 
Support documents that are vital for a visa to be granted. Non UK nationals will also 
need a copy of travel insurance & a bank statement or utility bill. The visa takes 6 
working days in the embassy but you need to allow plenty of time to get this visa as 
applications can be rejected for the slightest reason.

From 10th December 2014 all visa applicants in the UK aged 12 or over are required to 
visit the Russian Embassy in London or the Consulate in Edinburgh to have their finger 
prints scanned as part of the visa application process. This is rumored to become a 
worldwide requirement at some point in 2017.

Many nationalities require a Mongolian visa including (from 1st January 2016) British 
passport holders. However some nationalities are still visa free including Americans, 
Canadians, Germans, Malaysians, Singaporeans and Hong Kong citizens.

If you do require a Mongolian visas it takes 2-5 working days to issue in the embassy and 
are valid for use within 3 months from the date of issue. Stays of 30 days are granted. 
visa forms must be completed online and require 1 passport photo and one blank page 
in your passport with the usual 6 months validity required on your passport. A confirmed 
itinerary in Mongolia may also be asked for.

Everyone requires a Chinese visa but the good news is that it is relatively straightforward 
to obtain although you should allow plenty of advance planning as ever. Normally visas 
are issued up to 3 months in advance of travel and are valid for stays of up to 30 days. 
You need one blank page and minimum 6 months validity of your passport. Official 
confirmation of accommodation booked throughout your stay in China as well as proof 
of entry and exit from China (air or train ticket reservations) are required both of which 
we can provide. Visas take a 4 working days to process.

Some nationalities are allowed to spend up to 72 hours in certain Chinese cities without 
a visa providing they are flying in and out of that city and hold an onward ticket and visa 
or permission of entry to the next country. 
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In general we would recommend taking some cash (US$, Euro or £ Sterling) whilst also 
using ATMs to obtain local currency which is easily done in Moscow, St Petersburg and 
Beijing. It is also getting increasingly easy to find ATMs in the smaller Russian cities as 
well as Ulaanbaatar. Cash can be changed in hotels or at foreign exchange booths in 
Russian cities. Usually we would not recommend trying to obtain any other than minimal 
amounts of local currency in advance of your arrival in each country as rates will be 
better once there. Travellers Cheques can be difficult and time consuming to exchange.

Russia’s currency is called the Ruble which comes in 5000, 1000, 500, 100, 50 and 10 
notes. An individual Ruble is divided into 100 Kopeks. There are plentiful ATMs in 
Russia’s main cities and most Russian towns and cities have exchange booths where you 
can change cash notes of most major currencies to Rubles. Note that cash notes need to 
be in excellent condition or exchange may be refused. Some booths will ask to see your 
passport. If heading to more remote parts of Russia away from towns and cities make 
sure you stock up on Rubles in advance.

Chinese Yuan, also known as “Renminbi” (RMB) and “Kwai”, is king in China and used 
for almost all transactions in what is still very much a cash orientated society. The largest 
denomination is 100 which is approximately £ / €10 or US$15 so you’ll get used to 
carrying far more cash around on you than you do at home. Other denominations are 
50, 20, 10, 5 and 1. You rarely come across coins. Exchange rates within China at hotels, 
banks and ATMs are the same everywhere on any given day although commission rates 
may vary. ATMs are plentiful in major Chinese cities.

Mongolia’s currency is called the Tugrik which comes in notes of of 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 
500, 1000, 5000, 10,000 and 20,000. Don’t get over excited with a 20,000 note though 
as it is worth about £12! Changing cash in Ulaanbaatar at exchange booths is straight 
forward enough and the city has several ATMs. For any trips out of the city it is best to 
take the cash you need with you in local currency although small denomination dollars in 
good condition may also be accepted. Any Tugrik you leave Mongolia with will be 
souvenirs as it is nigh on impossible to change outside of Mongolia.
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VACCINATIONS & HEALTH

Disclaimer: The information on this page is meant as guidance only and 
any final decision on which, if any, immunizations to have is your own 
responsibility.

There are no compulsory vaccinations required for Russia, Mongolia or China (unless 
coming directly from a Yellow Fever infected area) and, from our experience, the 
majority of travellers do not have any additional vaccinations beyond updating Tetanus 
and Polio if required.

However, your doctor is likely to err on the side of caution and recommend that you 
have the vaccinations listed below. That decision is, of course, up to you and it could be 
that there are aspects of your medical history which only your doctor knows and have 
been taken into account when giving you advise.

A good website to get the latest advice is NHS Fit For Travel.

All people travelling with us need to confirm on booking that they will have insurance to 
cover any medical expenses including repatriation. We recommend and are affiliated to 
ABTASure – click here to get a quote. ABTASure is only available to UK residents.

If you are resident outside of the UK you should be able to arrange similar insurance 
through companies such as World Nomads although there are many other options and 
we do not specifically endorse World Nomads.
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The Trans-Siberian can be quite a complex trip with a definite peak season when tickets 
and good hotel rooms can become scarce so we recommend booking as far in advance 
as possible is you are travelling from June to the end of September. Outside of this 
period we still recommend booking at least 2 months in advance to allow plenty of time 
to obtain the visas. 

We have an partnership with the excellent visa agents CIBT Visa Central who will guide 
you through the visa application process. As you are likely to be obtaining more than 
one visa for a Trans-Siberian trip it makes sense to make use of a specialised visa agent 
who will do the leg work running between the various embassies. We provide full details 
of their service on booking with us or you can view our partner page now at 
www.visacentral.co.uk/headseast 

Yes, as we hold an ATOL license we are able to book both internal flights in Russia, 
Mongolia and China as well as any international flight requirements you might have. We 
are also a British Airways Appointed Operator so have access to good rates.

In a word, Yes! We are members of ABTA and ATOL Bonded so any payments made to 
us are fully protected in the unlikely event of our financial failure. Our ABTA membership 
number is Y1699 and our ATOL license number is 10287 and you can check both of 
these on their respective websites.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Planning a Trans-Siberian rail tour can be quite a complex affair  covering 
different countries with varying bureaucratic requirements. Inevitably, and 
particularly in the planning stage, you are likely to have a whole host of 
questions as you decide on your travel itinerary. 

Below you will find a list of the most frequently asked questions with 
answers from our travel experts based on real Trans-Siberian experience. 
Just contact us is you have any more!
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Yes, we can book flight or train tickets to onward destinations and we are also specialist 
China tour operators through The China Travel Company.

The summer months from June to the end of August are generally considered the best 
and are certainly the busiest. However, catching the Autumn colours from early 
September is probably our favourite time to visit Russia although Mongolia can already 
be quite cold. China tends to be best in September and October although do try and 
avoid the week long National Day holiday during the 1st week of October. We are also 
partial to winter trips when Siberia looks stunning and if you can combine this with the 
amazing Harbin Snow and Ice Festival held each January.

Oh Yes! As mentioned above, a favourite time of ours. Siberia looks amazing, a ger stay 
in Mongolia is the definition of cosy and Beijing is cold but dry and sunny. All three 
countries are very used to dealing with winter making the experience more comfortable 
than you might think. 

On taking a booking we will confirm as many of the services as can be at that point and 
then ask you for a £250 per person deposit with the final balance payment due 60 days 
before your trip start date with us. On booking we will also offer advice about obtaining 
the visas if this has not been covered before and about 1 month before your trip with us 
starts we will send you our comprehensive Trip Guidebook tailored to your specific trip 
with us.

Yes! In recent years we hear of very few problems either on the stops or the trains and 
there is no reason why you should not feel as safe if not safer than if travelling in your 
home country. This applies to men or women traveling alone or with others and 
exercising reasonable common sense. 
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The bulk of your costs are taken care of when booking with us so you will only be 
spending on day to day expenses such as additional meals, drinks, souvenirs and any 
entrance fees on free days. Russia is the most expensive and it is easy to go through £50 
a day in Moscow and St Petersburg although less elsewhere. Mongolia is likely to be 
cheapest as there isn’t that much to spend money on in the countryside. China is 
between the two with spending from about £30 a day upwards as an approximate guide. 
On the train it would be difficult to spend more than £20 a day.

As a rule, yes although if there are 4 of you in a cabin you will need to take turns. You 
can also ask your provodnitsa nicely if you can use her plugs but that will depend on the 
individual and they may expect a tip for this.

First and second class cabins are the same size an tend to have similar facilities with the 
only real but big difference being that 2nd class cabins have 4 berths and first class 2 
berths. So a couple get privacy and space in first class. A first class carriage will also have 
less competition for bathroom although this is not usually a big issue or a particular 
reason to go first class. Second class is arguable more social. 

We took our first Trans-Siberian trip in 1997 and between us have taken many trips since 
with the last fact finding trip in September 2012. We have been to all destinations we 
offer, often many times, and are passionate about sharing our knowledge and providing 
you with the best possible travel experience of these destinations which we love to visit 
ourselves. Add to this the back up we offer from financial protection of your payments to 
us to the 24 hour emergency numbers we give you before your trip and we think we are 
the full package for quality, service and reliability.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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We would put this above learning some basic Russian as a surprising amount of Russian 
words such as “supermarket”, “restaurant” transliterate. Immensely helpful on the metro 
systems of Moscow and St Petersburg as well.

You will never out drink them and getting foreigners drunk is a sport to some. Trains are 
terrible places to have catastrophic hangovers. Locals who are genuinely friendly 
wouldn’t dream of getting you drunk against your wishes! Applies mainly to Russians but 
can also to the Mongolians and Chinese!

They don’t seem important when packing but a spoon, fork, pre-mixed coffee sachets, 
teabags, sugar and powdered milk are the most useful things you can have on the train 
and hard to find on platforms. People will gravitate towards your supply of these 
essentials. On a recent trip we also saw a small salt and pepper dispenser making others 
green with envy.

The conductor should know exactly. Don’t trust the timetable as the train may shorten 
stops to make up time. Note that you can usually only board your own carriage – not 
someone else’s –  for security reasons. If you do miss a train at a station make sure you 
have your passport, some money and your ticket on you (and you will find having shoes 
on rather than flip flops also useful!) Visit the station master and see what they can do – 
we have been amazed at their ability to reunite passengers with both their luggage and 
even the right train.
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TOP TRANS-SIBERIAN TRAVEL TIPS

We have taken over a dozen Trans-Siberian trips over the years and these 
7 tips below apply to each of the trips we have taken from both our own 
experience and that of others and they are genuinely invaluable as Trans-
Sib travel advice! None are particularly obvious before you take the train 
and most are easy to forget even if taking the train multiple times so we 
make sure we read through them before every trip we take!
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TOP TRANS-SIBERIAN TRAVEL TIPS

Seems obvious enough but so many people don’t and assume the conductors will be 
like banks and ATMs will be on every platform. There is nothing more stressful than 
disappearing off into the darkness at a remote station in search of an ATM knowing you 
have 3 minutes before the train moves on. We have yet to be on a trip where someone 
in the carriage hasn’t run out of local cash on day 2!

This always goes down well – “please” “thank you” “hello” “goodbye for starters as well 
as numbers 1 to 10 and preferably up to 100. You will be glad you made the effort!

It is like a head teacher / new pupil relationship on the train between conductors and 
passengers and getting on their bad side on day 1 is unlikely to add to the experience! 
They are there to look after you and will keep an eye on you on the platforms at stops to 
make sure you don’t miss the train. Even if you hardly speak to them they are usually 
very much part of a Trans-Siberian experience and the memories you have from it.
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There are few better scenarios for a good read than being in a comfortable 
Trans-Siberian train cabin somewhere between Krasnoyarsk and Irkutsk 
with the endless Taiga forest stretching out from your window, a long way 
from your destination and with absolutely no pressures on your time. Yes, 
the Trans-Siberian is a fantastic place to get stuck into a book and 
particularly a book that can bring the area you are passing through to life.

There are many possibilities and we have listed a few of our favourites below. Please do 
let us know of any that you think should be added so that we can settle in to them on 
our next rail adventure!

Bring your reading matter with you as it is quite difficult to find a good range of books in 
English in Russia, Mongolia and China.
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SUGGESTED READING LIST

One of the classic travel books about the Trans-Siberian. If you like this 
Riding the Iron Rooster and the more recent Ghost Train to the Eastern 
Star are superb, the latter revisiting the travel of The Great Railway 
Bazaar some 30 years later.

Excellent account of Siberia and in particular the remote and rarely 
traveled Baikal Amur Line (BAM). Well researched and full of character 
this book brings Siberia alive through the descriptions of the characters 
she meets along the way.

Not a happy read but one of Russia’s great writers draws on his 
experience of 4 years in a prison camp near Omsk and the daily struggle  
for survival. Read this and you won’t be complaining about the food in 
the dining car anymore!
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One of the books about Siberia as Thubron delves far deeper than the 
average travel writer trying to understand the essence of the people that 
live there and the land they live in. Quite a dark read but perhaps 
essential to understand the region.
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SUGGESTED READING LIST

Frazier reveals Siberia's role in history, its science, economics, and 
politics. Traveling by car rather than train from st Petersburg to 
Vladivostok in five weeks in one of the most humorous, informative and 
hugely entertaining of Trans-Siberian books.

This title offers itself up as both a travel companion and historical 
travelogue. It is resourced from travel luminaries: from George Kennan 
to Anton Chekhov, Fa Xian and Xuanzang to Marco Polo and Matteo 
Ricci.

One of the best books devoted to Beijing and an entertaining historical 
account of the city that will give some real insight into what makes 
Beijing tick. The range is almost up to the modern day which gives the 
reader a good idea of what Beijing has been through.

Another Becker offering covering the history of Mongolia through his 
travels there in the early 90’s. It is full of anecdotes and historical stories 
of the strange and bizarre and offers a good grounding in Mongolia up 
until the early years after the fall of the Soviet Union.
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